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October 2017 
 

Hello everyone! You’re little ones are doing terrific I have been very impressed with their enthusiasm and abili-
ties to roll with the new routines and expectations. During this month, I will be introducing all sorts of new units 

and areas of letter and number studies. Please mark your calendar with the upcoming special events.  

 
LANGUAGE ARTS:  We are well on our way to becoming great readers. The children have actively involved 

themselves in all the aspects of our balanced literacy program. Our focus has been ―Welcome to Kindergarten‖. 

We have done very well meeting our new school family and learning about all the ins and outs of Kindergarten 
life. 

 They are doing a great job in Readers Workshop learning how to choose and handle books in our class-

room library and in their individual book boxes. They are exploring books during independent reading time with 

gusto. We ―read‖ for 3 minutes the other day!!!! You could have heard a pin drop! Everyone was using some 
great focused reader habits. Oh, wait a minute,…didn’t you know we can read????! Well, we can. We can ―read‖ 

the pictures, we can retell an old favorite (a book we have heard several times) and we are on our way to reading 

words, like you grown-ups!!! Also during Reader’s workshop, we have had many lively discussions about a 
shared reading book, (i.e. a big book where children are modeled different reading strategies) or a read-aloud 

story  (a story I read to them that is tied to a literacy, math, science or social studies topic). This class loves to 

learn!  

 We have begun out letter studies (via the Fundations phonics' program augmented with the songs and sto-
ries about the letters via the Lively Letter program). Our letters so far are : ―c,a,d,g,o,. October’s letters will be: 

s,q,pr, mn, and hb. Please help your child practice identifying these letters, formation (we are currently focusing 

on lowercase formation) and letter/sound correspondence. We are also working on playing with sounds. We use 
fun drills, games and activities that focus on rhyming, isolating beginning, end or middle sounds in words, putting 

compound words together/apart and identifying different types of sentences– statement, questions, exclamations, 

etc. 
 We have already learned 3 sight words (words you memorize): ―I‖, ―am‖, and ―go.― and ―the‖ is coming 

up soon  . We are also working with other words that are frequently used in our science/social studies thematic 

unit. (i.e. fall vocabulary for this month)  

 The opportunities for writing in our day are numerous: During Writers workshop, we have been learning 
the rules and routines. We have had  lively discussions about who uses writing and why, and we’ve discussed dif-

ferent types of sharing: oral storytelling, drawing and actual writing. We will also talk about how we are all at 

different places with our writing/drawing and how we need to be respectful of each other’s abilities.  In shared 
writing:  I write,  modeling the process and they help (i.e. morning message, charts, lists, Venn diagrams, etc), 

During open-ended drawing/writing time the children are using the information that we generated in our lessons. 

i.e. drawing people with bodies, clothes, facial expressions, adding details such as using at least 5 colors, scenery, 
etc.  I will be using ―Grown-up writing‖ on their paper’s , acting as a scribe, writing down their words about the 

picture. I want to send the message that their words are important. (this is also another potential teaching moment, 

where I can model the writing process. ) As we gain phonetic skills,  my friends well begun to label and/or write 

sentences;  writing the sounds that they know. (this is called Kindergarten writing or inventive spelling. As young 
children get more proficient with their phonics skills, their learn more conventional spelling.)The children are do-

ing a wonderful job, and we are very proud of their efforts. 

 
MATH: Our math program, (enVisions2) is finishing up it’s focus on understanding the numbers 0-5. We have 

explored:  how to write them, 1:1 correspondence, the fact that the last number counted is the total amount, we 

can use different tools to show a number (i.e. 2 sided counters, a number line, 10 frame, a domino or dice and 

tally marks.) and that a number can be arranged in a variety of ways. we have learned mathematic vocabulary 
such as count, number, number names, order, part and whole. In October, the we will work with comparing num-

bers 0-5. We will learn vocabulary such as: compare, equal, same as, greater than, less than, model. We will start 

unit 3 before the month’s end which looks at counting to ten. In our large group mini lessons, we will be using 
tools (manipulatives) to help us explore the main concept of the lesson. We focus on using the mathematical prac-

tices that are part of our standards. (these practices were part of the packet that I sent home from our open house) 

These practices…‖are the habits of mind, processes and dispositions that enable a learner to understand mathe-
matics and to use or do mathematics with understanding‖. We infuse our learning with there practices and 

strongly encourage the children to use their ―math talk‖ to explain how and why they obtained their answer to a 

math question or problem.  I have designed these small group center activities that follow the lesson everyday,  to 

help provide several things: hands-on practice of the skills presented, fun games that  re-visit a concept to help 
solidify it in my students’ minds,  and varied opportunities to work independently, or in a small group on differen-

tiated tasks to better meet their needs. 

 
THEME (science/social studies): This month in science, we will engage in a unit about the seasonal changes in 

the Fall. We  will look at the 4 major changes:  the weather, the plants and trees, the animals and ourselves. We 

will  be using a variety of poems, songs and books this month to promote our fall unit and to interconnect with our 
ELA goals. The following is a brief sample: ―Gray Squirrel ‖, ―Five Little Pumpkins‖, It’s Sleeping Time, From 

Pumpkin to Seed,  and the Story or Johnny Appleseed.  In Social studies, we will learn about Columbus and his 

exploring nature.  (In the final weeks of October we will have fun dressing up in costumes in the imagination cor-

ner.)  
 

SCIENCE: During  the ―theme‖ portion of our day, we engage in a variety of activities, science/social studies in 

nature. On Fridays, we don our ―scientist‖ hats and do experiments. We have learned about  who are scientists, 
what tools do they use, how scientists use their 5 senses. We will focus on the scientific process while conducting 

our experiments. This process helps students encourages our students to ask questions, solve problems, analyze 

their results and communicate their findings with others. I will be posting further reading in books and via web-

sites if you are interested in joining your child in our scientific journals. I will post them on my website, along 
with pictures. This month, we will be learning how to do scientific drawings of leaves, exploring why leaves 

change color, why do apples turn brown, and what will clean up a penny. Fun times! 

 
JOBS: We have started our classroom jobs. Your child will have either a school job or an at-home job. Some of 

our jobs are: table washer, recycler, line leader, estimation jar filler, B. B. the Bear caretaker, mystery bag, etc. 

The purpose of our jobs is to help instill a connection to the care and running of our classroom and to encourage 
independence. 

 

HALLOWEEN: Please be aware that we will NOT be having a Halloween party– sorry. We will have a Hallow-

een parade Children may bring their costumes in a bag and we will help them get dressed. Families are welcome 
to watch from the parade route...start out the front doors, exit left, past the fire station, around the corner to the 

Pierce Playground, around the back of our school and finally, walking back to the front door on the right side of 

the building. (If you can’t make it, I will take lots of pictures and post them on my website!) 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES:  

 Oct 2—Photo day, make-up Nov 14. 
 Oct 5 open house/curriculum nite (I have put together a packet for every family which gives an overview 

of what we teach in Kindergarten. If you cannot attend, no worries. I will send it home.)  

 Oct. 6 Half day,  (12:45 dismissal) professional development for teachers 
 Oct 9– Columbus Day– NO SCHOOL 

 Oct 31– Halloween parade  

  
WISH LIST: We could use the following: 

 Magic erasers 

  

 
RECYCLING: We will be continually using recycled materials in our projects. Thank you for your donations. If 

you need another copy of the list, let me know. Does anyone have a source for wood scraps? We love to design, 

color and glue small pieces of wood into ―creations!‖ 


